The Mistakes Don't Count! 



I'd like to share with you something that God showed me a while back that was 
really helpful. It concerns our accountability to Him when we make a mistake as 
opposed to sinning. In this case I was considering the matter of donating to the 
poor and needy or Christian organizations, but the concept applies universally to 
all matters of conscience. 

Over a matter of time I was giving some serious thought to where I should 
donate, how to make my small contribution count the most. This perplexed me 
because of all the ministries that have fallen over the last thirty years due to 
financial and sexual misconduct. I was really concerned that any ministry or 
organization I choose to give to never become caught up in such controversy in 
the future. God interrupted this dialog with myself in His always 'simple yet 
profound' way. 

And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the 
half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing 
from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. 
Luke 19:8 (KJV) © 

I felt led to quote the above scripture because I also put some thought into donating to 'Christian ministries' vs. 
donating to the needy. The above verse makes it clear that we should give to the poor, did we really need our 
Bible to tell us that? 

This was a time when I went handing out five dollar bills to the homeless in my neighborhood every night. It made 
me feel really good to help them Needless to say I became pretty popular with a few of them, but most in their 
uniquely New York way were used to living on handouts so usually I was not lifted up in any way. 

Then one day as I was walking the streets of New York City I really felt God telling me to give something to a 
specific homeless person I saw up the block. I wasn't prepared for this, but opened my wallet and all I had in it 
was a twenty dollar bill It was a small test of my faith just to give that much to one person but it was what 
happened next that really made me examine my heart. I came up to the man and handed him the bill and said 
"God bless you!". When he saw the bill his eyes lit up like a Christmas tree! He grabbed me and hugged me and 
proclaimed "This is just what I was waiting for! God bless you, thank you so much! I'm going to run to the liquor 
store and get myself a bottle right now!". He took off and I was left standing there trying to comprehend what 
had just happened. I still don't quite understand to be honest, perhaps it was a lesson in obedience because I 
know I heard from God. 

The point of relating this story to you is that I was blessed by God for giving money to an alcoholic to get drunk! 
It was not my intention to do so of course, and therefore God judged me on my intentions which were to obey 
Him Perhaps the purpose in my having that experience was just so that someone reading this could grasp this 
concept. 

And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites. And he said, Of a 




truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all: For all these 
have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath 
cast in all the living that she had. 
Luke 21:2-4 (KJV) 

The obvious lesson of the widow's mites is about the difference between giving a great deal and giving all you 
have. But there is another lesson here. What God showed me is this; the only thing that we are held accountable 
for in this matter is the intentions of our heart. I could give a million dollars to the right ministry and have it be 
unacceptable to God if I think I am somehow buying my salvation, or I could give my last two pennies to a 
corrupt ministry as this widow did and have it be acceptable to God because I did it with the best of intentions. 
The difference is in the heart. 

I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his 
ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. 
Jeremiah 17:10 (KJV) © 

Our intentions are not the only measure of our performance, but they are taken into consideration. This verse 
makes it clear that our deeds are measured in the balances as well. But once we give to a ministry our control 
over what happens to those gifts ends. Our job is to do the best we can with what we have right now. 

Now I have used donating money to illustrate this concept, but I hope you will take this matter into consideration 
in all areas of your life. God sees our hearts and judges us accordingly. How often do we try to do the right thing 
and really mess things up?! In the story I related I was acting on what God told me to do, but often we try to do 
things that to our own minds seem right but are not necessarily what God wants. We must examine the intentions 
of our hearts in all things, but once we have done so we can be comforted in the fact that not only does He 
forgive sins, but He does not count the mistakes! 

The other thing I took from this experience is that things do not always have to make sense to us. Our job is to 
be obedient when we hear His voice. This can be difficult to do, but it is necessary if we desire to walk in the 
Spirit. As I've said I do not know God's purpose in giving that man money to buy liquor, but perhaps it was 
simply a lesson in obedience, which is good enough for me. 




